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Court of Appeal Judgment Update (une 2026)

Outcome of the Appeal

The Court of Appeal heard Moriori's appeals on 4 March 2026 and released its judgment on
10 June 2026.

The appeals related to the Crown's Treaty settlement process with Ngati Mutunga o
Wharekauri (NMOW) and whether aspects of that process could lawfully proceed while
issues concerning Moriori rights and interests remain before the courts.

The Court dismissed both appeals. This means the Court did not overturn the earlier High
Court decisions relating to:

o the declaration sought by Moriori concerning the Crown's ability to enter into a
settlement with NMOW affecting interests in henu (land) and tangible miheke in
Rékohu; and

. the request for interim orders to prevent the Crown from progressing aspects of the
NMOW settlement process while the proceedings continued.

What the Court Said

The Court recorded NMOW's assurance that:

‘Ngati Mutunga do not assert, and have never asserted, they have te tino rangatiratanga
over Imi Moriori or the Chatham Islands.”

The Court also accepted that the Agreement in Principle and the initialled Deed of Settlement
do not themselves affect existing Moriori rights.

Importantly, the Court recognised that Moriori may still seek to have questions relating to
existing rights, interests, mana, status and customary rights determined by the courts through
appropriately framed proceedings.



The Court also left open the possibility that legal issues could arise where Crown actions or
recognitions have immediate effects under existing legislation or in other circumstances.

In practical terms, while the Court did not grant the relief sought in this appeal, it did not
determine that NMOW hold te tino rangatiratanga over Rekohu, nor did it determine that
Moriori rights have been extinguished. The Court's decision leaves open the possibility for
Moriori to continue seeking legal recognition and protection of our rights, interests and status
in appropriate proceedings.

Next Steps

The Trustees are currently reviewing the judgment and will be meeting with legal counsel to
receive detailed advice on its implications and any potential next steps.

We appreciate the support shown by members throughout these proceedings and will
provide a further update once the Trustees have had the opportunity to consider that advice.

Me rongo,
The Board of Trustees of Moriori Imi Settlement Trust



